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L E NT E N S E AS O N 201 7  

                              
February 12- Youth Group Spaghetti Dinner, 12pm-2pm 

 
March 5– Confirmation Class Starts 

Ages 12 and up, see Pastor Hayden for more information  
 

March 11– New Member Class 
 

March 17– Family Game night, 6:30pm 
 

April 30– Relay for Life Tea Party 
 

June 2– Relay for Life, Begins at 6pm 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
February 28 
5:30pm-7pm 

 
Ash Wednesday Service 
March 1 (location TBD) 

 7pm 
 

Lenten Bible Study Begins 
March 6 

 7pm 

Palm Sunday 
April 9 

 
 

Maundy Thursday Dinner and Service 
6pm 

 
 

Good Friday Prayer Vigil 
Service at Noon, Vigil to begin after 

Easter Sunday 
April 16 

 
Sunrise Service 

7am (breakfast to follow) 
 

WOW Easter Egg Hunt, 10:30am 
 

Traditional Service, 11am 

Immanuel's annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper 
is February 28th from 5:30 to 7pm. Serving Sausage, 
Bacon and of course Pancakes with lots of topping 
options. Please join us for delicious food and 
fellowship as we enter the season of Lent.  

 
Calling all flippers - we are in need of a few griddles and Pancake cookers for that evening - if 
you are interested please contact Martha Masters (302) 584-2653. 

tel:(302)%20584-2653


Last September, Adam Hamilton of the Church of the Resurrection in Kansas challenged the group of pastors that 
had assembled with the three questions that undergirded his ministry.  Twenty years ago he set out to start a new 
church in an area that was filled with churches and filled with people.  He determined that before he begin this 
church he settle these three questions.  First, why is Jesus important?  Second, why is the Church necessary?  And 
third, why is this church necessary?  The challenge was for each pastor to understand these answers for themselves 
in order lead a church in this current climate. 
 
I recognized that, while I may never have framed it in such a manner I had grasped these ideals before I ever an-
swered the call to ministry.  But it occurred to me that perhaps many in the church had not wrestled with this, had 
not been challenged as to the relevance of their faith, or the necessity of their church.  Lovett Weems, a church 
leadership expert at Wesley Seminary asks churches to determine what difference it would make to the community 
if your church closed down.  It is another way to answer the question, why this church?  What do we have to offer.  
 
For the last month I have been addressing the question of Why Jesus in the sermon series that will last until Lent.  
It has been a sort of apologetic series, which means it gives answers to our faith.  I hope this has proven useful and 
encouraging to those who believe and do not yet believe.  I recognize that there are more answers to the question 
that I will have time to explore, but these are a good starting point.  During Lent, we will take the time to discuss 
the importance of the church as I answer the second question before culminating with the importance of this 
church the week before our Palm Sunday Service.   
 
Needless to say, the Church is important and this church is important.  Hopefully we all have already figured that 
out, but we can still use encouragement for our journey, and maybe even some fuel for our fire as we prepare for 

Holy Week and the joy of Resurrection.  Remember, even if you know and understand these things, church attend-

ance in our community and particularly among the younger generations proves that not everyone knows or under-
stands why Church.  So invite your friends, neighbors and children to challenge themselves for a few weeks and 

discover if church has something for them.  We know that it will. 

 

 

 

Co-worker in the field of the Lord, 
 

Pastor Hayden 

 

  





Come and learn about your spiritual gift during 

our Lenten Gift Study.  We will be learning what 

the spiritual gifts are, how they are to be used and 

what is their purpose.  This will be a great time of 

learning about yourself and your place in God’s 

kingdom.  We will be meeting on Mondays at 

7PM beginning Monday March 6th. 

Confirmation class will be starting on March 5th at 

5:00pm.  Any youth who will be at least 12 years old in 

2017 is invited to attend to learn about our faith and to 

join the church.  We will also have a field trip to the 

“Cradle of Methodism,” Barratt’s chapel to meet with our 

bishop.  Please contact Pastor Hayden for more 

information. 

Ash Wednesday is March 1st!  This year we will be 

participating in an Ecumenical Ash Wednesday Service 

in the MOT area.  We will be worshipping with several 

other Methodist Churches as well as the Lutheran 

Church in Odessa.  The place is still to be determined, 

but the time is set at 7pm.  Check the bulletin for updates 

as they become available. 

New Members Seminar March 11th 9AM-3PM.  If you are 

interested in joining our church or finding out more about 

our faith, sign up with Pastor Hayden for our one day 

seminar.  You will refresh the basics of Christianity, the 

history of the church and the distinctive of United 

Methodism.  Deadline for Registration is March 8th. 



Palm Sunday- Sunday, April 9 
 
Join us at 11am worship as we usher in the presence of the Lord  

Maundy Thursday- Thursday, April 13 
 
Come and join us for an evening of Food and Fellowship before we enjoy a 

special worship service on Thursday, April 13th.  We will gather to eat at 6PM, 

followed by the service at 7pm.  It is a tremendous way to celebrate this special 

time of Holy Week where we remember Jesus’s last meal and last words to his 

disciples before His crucifixion.  We hope to see you there. 

Good Friday- Friday, April 14 
 

Once again we will have a tremendous opportunity to spend time praying for 

our community, our church, and our own relationship with Jesus as we dedicate 

some time for our prayer vigil.  We will begin with a worship service at noon, 

followed by ½ hour time slots to undertake the various stations of prayer, 

aimed to guide you in your meditations.  This is always a highlight of Holy 

week, and this year should be no different.  To sign up for a time slot, see the 

sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the side hallway. 

Easter Sunday- Sunday, April 16 
 
There is no better way to celebrate the resurrection than to witness the sun 
coming up as we sing songs of praise.  Join us at 7AM as we worship outside to 
honor our risen savior!  Following sunrise service the UMW will service Easter 
Breakfast.  At 10:30am we will host an Easter Egg Hunt for our WOW 
children.  At 11:00am we will have our glorious Resurrection service to 
celebrate all that Jesus has accomplished.  We look forward to  sharing this day 
with you and your family. 



www.facebook.com/ImmanuelUMCTownsend 

Listening Assistance Now Available! 
 

Our sound system has had an upgrade that includes listener assisted devices. If you have 
difficulty hearing during worship we have two assistance devises. For those with hearing 

aids we have a loop (worn like a necklace) that will increase the volume of your hearing aids. 
If you do not have hearing aids we also have earpieces that fit comfortably over one ear with 

a small speaker to amplify the sound. To use one of these devises or for more information 
please see the person running the soundboard before service.  



 
 
 

Coming soon the Youth Group will  be unveiling their new Meeting Room and 
Game Room spaces! The group have under taken the task of redesigning 2 of our 

classrooms into a meeting space and game room! The meeting room will be 
available not just for Youth Group meetings but other groups as well!  

Youth Group meets the 1st and 3rd Sundays following 11am worship service 



The children are the future of our church.  Therefore, the 
mission of Immanuel’s nursery ministry is to provide a 
nurturing and caring environment where our children have 
the opportunity to see, hear, and feel Jesus’ love.  Through 
music, bible stories, and activities, we are striving to foster 
a lifelong relationship with God among the youngest of our 
church family. 
 
The nursery ministry is currently in need of volunteers.  
Please prayerfully consider serving in the nursery; even 

volunteering for one or two weeks throughout the year would be a tremendous help.  
Lessons are pre-planned for each week and no additional preparation is required.  A 
nursery volunteer sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board outside of the choir 
room for those who are interested.  Volunteers are required to be ‘Safe Sanctuary’ 
certified; however, this process is extremely easy to complete.  Feel free to contact Laurie 
Poore, laurie.poore@pca.k12.de.us, with any questions or concerns. 

 We have had a lot of fun so far this  year!  All or our lessons are 
coming from the Deep Blue Kids curriculum which follows the 
liturgical calendar, so often what we have been doing in WOW and 
Preschool might be based on readings you have in church each 
week, or at least will fit into the same time frame.  One thing new 
we have been doing is the graffiti wall, where we put a joy and 
write it on our wall! (Picture included).  We have also been 
collecting as a group for neighborhood house, and will be doing it 
until February 12th.  We also made the bags for the congregation 

as well.  We would love to have some new helpers and/or teachers for WOW and for 
nursery, so even if  you can't do it every month, if you could fill in maybe one Sunday 
every quarter, or just once in a while, that would be wonderful!  Everyone who helps in 
WOW and Nursery must be safe sanctuary certified, and we can easily get that set up for 
you either with the paperwork or email the packet to you, which every you prefer.   You 
can let me know (Raeann Dunn) in person, leave a note in the Sunday School box in 
church or send me an email at swlabr123@yahoo.com. Of course, children in 
Kindergarten through 6th grade are welcome in WOW and those younger are welcome to 
join our nursery/preschool.    
 
 

mailto:laurie.poore@pca.k12.de.us
mailto:swlabr123@yahoo.com


The Trustees continue to maintain the parsonage and the church to 

make sure both remain in excellent condition. Recently, in the par-

sonage, pipes in the back room froze and broke. We have had the 

pipes and the resulting leaks repaired. We had to have the drywall in 

the area of the leak removed and then replaced and repainted. All of 

this work is completed. There also was a leak in the area between 

sanctuary and Fellowship Hall roofs. This also has been fixed. We 

are currently seeking bids to wrap the exterior wood on the sanctu-

ary, including the bell tower. We hope to make it as maintenance 

free as possible. Finally, we are working with Kade Taylor on his 

Eagle Scout project which is to landscape the front of the church. This will include removing the 

large bushes in the front and replacing them with bushes which are smaller and more manageable 

to maintain. You should see this project begin this spring. 

Online giving available through our website, www.immanueltownsend.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This year at Christmas, we undertook a new mission outreach project by adopting a 

local family for the holiday. This was in addition to our other projects like Angel 

Tree and assisting with the Neighborhood House Christmas baskets. We provided 

toys, clothes, a tree and gift cards to local stores for a family of four, a single 

mother and 3 children. Through the generosity of the congregation, this family was 

able to enjoy a happy Christmas. On behalf of the family, we thank the 

congregation for the outpouring of gifts and love to this family.  



 
 
 
 

We all attended a Christmas dinner at Trevi Restaurant in Smyrna on Thursday, December 
8.  Everyone had a great time. 

  
We will be serving a dinner for the Postal Service late February.  We continue to support 

missions within the Church and purchase items for the Church and kitchen. 



 

The United Methodist Men are calling all Men to come to a 
special organizational meeting on Tuesday February 28th at 

7:30PM as we choose new officers for the year.  

Immanuel Church held its’ Second Annual Men’s Chili Cook-off with great 
success.  The nearly 50 in attendance enjoyed the 9 different chilis and the 
displays each competitor devised.  We had several first year competitors: Zen 
Taylor, Joseph Hayden, and Shawn Gagnon, as well as returning winners 
Paul Keenan, Larry Trunfio, Bob Metzgar and John Lockerman.  Other 
previous competitors that came out strong included Pastor Hayden and Frank 
LoRusso.  Our judging committee included Townsend’s mayor, Rudy Sutton, 

the Wilmington District Superintendent, Rev. Joseph Archie, the former Conference Young Peoples 
Director and current pastor of 4 The World Ministries, Rev. Scot Mc Clymont, as well as our own Tish 
Borchardt making sure everything was on the up and up.  The final scores were tallied the Winners were 
announced as following:  
 
Grand Champion Chili- John Lockerman 
 
 1st Runner-up Chili- Vaughan Hayden 
 
2nd Runner-up Chili- Zen Taylor 
 
People’s Choice Display- Shawn Gagnon 
 
Judges Display- Bob Metzgar.   

 
Be sure to thank all the competitors and congratulate the winners as you mark your calendars for next 

year’s competition, the week before the Super Bowl!  



We still have availability for anyone  wishing to join our 
hospitality team by becoming a greeter or usher.  Please see 

Grace Gates if you are interested. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We work as a team when we all pray for our congregation, church, family, friends, 
community and country.  So changing our name to Prayer Team seems fitting. Please 
consider joining our Team. You would be notified of prayer requests through text, email or 
phone calls. Let me know if you would like to be part of the Prayer Team and the best 
way to contact you.  
Contact me through email, tish.borchardt@gmail.com, phone, (302) 378-7243 or just tell 
me.  

A suggestion was made to the Prayer Team to pray daily through Lent, which begins 
March 1. So we will be embarking on a daily prayer journey. Please let me know some of 
your favorite Bible verses that we can use to strengthen our commitment to daily prayer.  

Our support for the Neighborhood House will continue by having several specific 
collection times and events throughout the year. The timing and events will be posted in 
the church bulletin. Thank you for your support.  

mailto:tish.borchardt@gmail.com
tel:(302)%20378-7243


To make this always happily anticipated event happen, a VBS Director 
and/or a small group of administrators are needed soon.   

 

General responsibilities include 

Recruitment and coordinating teachers, crew leaders, etc. 

Registration, enrollment, publicity, and ordering supplies 

Decorations  

 

If you are willing to oversee these areas or even if one of these areas 
interests you, it would be SO helpful for you to contact Pastor Hayden. 

  



 

Ahoy Mateys! The overall theme of this year’s Relay is Cancer Walks the Plank. Our Immanuel 

Team has not yet chosen their theme, but it will be something pirate-related. 2017 Relay for Life 

is scheduled for Friday, June 2 beginning at 6 pm and ending around 9 am on Saturday, June 3rd. 

Our team is registered on the Middletown Relay website where you can join the team or make a 

donation to the team or to any current team member. We hope you will get involved with our 

team in any way you can. Save any decorations or costumes that are pirate-like.  In addition, start 

to gather items we can use at our annual Relay for Life tea party, scheduled for April 30th. More 

information about the tea and Relay will be coming soon.  

 

Together, we will find a cure!!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immanuel’s Relay for Life team is looking for items for our silent auction, which is part of the Formal Team    
Party on April 30th. If you would like to donate an item to the auction, we would appreciate your help.   If you 
own a local business you can donate services like: window washing, painting, air duct cleaning, mowing, car 

washing or any other service that you have.  You can provide us with a certificate for that service or let us know 
about the service and we can print the certificate for you.  If you would like to offer an item for auction, we would 

love to have it.  Gift baskets are always popular. Some ideas for gift baskets could be: games, specialty foods,  
holiday decorations, gardening items, the ideas are endless.  If you have a special talent, you could also make an 
item for the auction.  We have sold some beautiful pictures, floral decorations, quilts and jewelry, which were 

handmade by members or friends of the Relay team.  Please consider using your talent to help us raise  money for 
the American Cancer Society.  Please let Karen Clark  (kclarka@mac.com or 376-5385) know if you plan to offer 

an item or talent.  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 2017 
SILVER LAKE PARK 

mailto:kclarka@mac.com



